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Obituary: Christopher Keyte

Advertisement

Kenneth Shenton writes:

CHRISTOPHER KEYTE was both one of the
last post-war trebles educated at St Michael’s
College, Tenbury, in Worcestershire, and one
of Boris Ord’s last choral scholars at King’s
College, Cambridge, who became a fine and
most versatile baritone, serving sacred and
secular music with equal devotion.

Born in the Kent village of Shorne on 11
September 1935, Christopher Charles Keyte
was the only son of Frank Owen Keyte, a civil
servant, and his wife, Melissa (née Fenwick).
At St Michael’s, Tenbury, Keyte’s fellow
choristers included the conductor and
organist Christopher Robinson and the
former army officer, explorer, and author John
Blashford Snell.

After Alleyn’s School, Dulwich, and King’s
College, Cambridge, Keyte began his
professional career as a Vicar Choral at St
Paul’s Cathedral. His versatility led to his
singing in intimate choral ensembles. He joined the Linden Singers and the Purcell Consort of
Voices, occasionally contributed to the Deller Consort, and helped to establish the reputation of
Pro Cantione Antiqua. This group of six or nine a cappella male voices became specialists in
rarefied medieval, Renaissance, and Baroque repertoire, each often curated by their music adviser,
Bruno Turner. Keyte also took his place within John McCarthy’s ever-expanding Ambrosian
umbrella, be it with the Ambrosian Singers, the Ambrosian Consort, the Ambrosian Light Opera
Chorus, or the John McCarthy Singers, who were regulars on BBC Radio 2’s Friday Night is Music
Night.

As a stalwart of the English choral tradition, he was in demand in both London and the provinces,
on the South bank and at the Three Choirs Festival. At Gloucester Cathedral in August 1983, he
proved more than a match for the many challenges inherent in Paul Patterson’s Mass of the Sea.
This and many more performances endure, courtesy of an extensive and richly diverse
discography.

Among these are Monteverdi madrigals and Gilbert and Sullivan’s The Gondoliers, as well as the
solo songs of Roger Quilter, Alexander Glazunov, and Ivor Gurney. Sadly neglected is a 1984
recording at the City Temple of one of Eric Thiman’s more extensive and deeply felt sacred
compositions, the cantata The Last Supper. One recording that remained a bestseller was of the
Vivaldi Gloria and the Pergolesi Magnificat, with Dame Janet Baker, Ian Partridge, the Academy of
St Martin-in-the-Fields, and the Choir of King’s College, Cambridge, all expertly shaped by David
Willcocks.

Keyte was also familiar with the stages of both Covent
Garden and Snape Maltings. With the Fires of London, an
ensemble dedicated to the theatrical works of Sir Peter
Maxwell Davies, he performed such works as the chamber
opera The Martyrdom of St Magnus, the opera The
Lighthouse, and the operettas The No 11. Bus and Le
Jongleur de Notre Dame.

Keyte met June Seaward while performing on BBC Radio’s
schools singing series, Singing Together. They married in

1977. Their influence, particularly as teachers, was immense, not least as the founder directors of
Children’s International Voices of Enfield. Keyte also taught many of this country’s leading
practitioners throughout his years as a Professor of Singing at the Royal Academy of Music. In
2005, both he and June were awarded an honorary doctorate by Anglia Ruskin University. The
same year, June was also appointed MBE for services to music and to the community in London.

Christopher Keyte died on 25 May, aged 88. June predeceased him in 2020.
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JOB OF THE WEEK

Interim Priest in Charge (0.5)
& Assistant Mission Enabler
(0.5)
London and Home Counties

The Bishop of Willesden and Keble College
Oxford invite applications for the role of:
Interim Priest in Charge, St Nicholas Hayes
(0.5) and Assistant Mission Enabler for South
Hillingdon (0.5)

CLERICAL

House for Duty Associate
Priest
South

The Parish of Heckfield with Mattingley and
Rotherwick within The Whitewater Benefice
seeks a House for Duty ASSOCIATE PRIEST.  

Team Vicar
London and Home Counties

The Langelei Team Ministry is seeking a new
Team Vicar to join the committed, dedicated
and friendly ministry team with special
responsibility for Holy Trinity Church
Leverstock Green.

Priest
Wales

We are seeking an innovative priest who would
be based in Llangernyw, taking the rural lead
and working with the current priest in Old
Colwyn.

Find more jobs

GREEN CHURCH AWARDS

Awards Ceremony: 26 September 2024

Read more details about the awards

 

INSPIRATION: THE INFLUENCES THAT
HAVE SHAPED MY LIFE

September - November 2024

St Martin in the Fields Autumn Lecture Series
2024

tickets available

 

THROUGH DARKNESS TO LIGHT:
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30 November 2024

More details to follow

 

FESTIVAL OF FAITH AND LITERATURE

28 February - 2 March 2025

The festival programme is soon to be
announced sign up to our newsletter to stay
informed about all festival news.
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